FOUR        TALES        BY        ZELIDE

was resolved to follow the inclination of his heart
and to offer her his hand and his fortune.

" I am going/' he said, ec to take an exad
cognisance of all my affairs, in order to render you
an account of them. I wish the General, your
friend and protedor, to whom I owe the happiness
of knowing you, to examine it and to decide with
you whether my offer is worthy of acceptance;
but, when you have examined everything, I know
you to be too generous to make me wait long for a
definite reply, and, should I find you and the
General together, only a few moments would be
required to decide my fate,"

" I wish that I were myself more worthy of your
proposals," replied Caliste, who was as much
agitated as if she had not indeed expeded this
declaration. " Go now, sir; I am sensible of all
the honour that you do me. I will examine myself
to see'whether I can accept your offer, and, on your
return, I shall quickly be resolved."

Sir Harry and I found her an hour later so pale,
so changed, that we grew alarmed. Is it credible
that I did not, even then, come to a decision? I
needed assuredly only to have said one word. I
passed three days, almost from morning to night,
with Caliste, looking at her, dreaming, hesitating,
and yet I said nothing. The day before that on
which her suitor was to return I went to her in
the afternoon, I went alone. I knew that her
maid had gone to visit some relatives a few miles
distant from Bath and was only to return the
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